Judy Garland by Dawn Mellor
VOGUE.COM contributor and illustrator Julie Verhoeven meets one of her art heroes - Dawn Mellor:
"DAWN Mellor is one of my favourite artists of all time. She is a portrait painter, producing work of immense force
and pzazz. Both beautiful and grotesque in equal measure, her work is difficult to ignore. I was curious to see the
book of her Michael Jackson teenage drawings, brought to print by Joe Scotland of Studio Voltaire, and had the
opportunity to ask Dawn a few trainspotter-esque questions.

Above: Inside Mellor's new book
There seems quite an obsessive use of coloured crayons in the book, a bit outmode as a material. Do you still
favour them?
I haven't used them since. I think I used them because they were available to me and because they aren't messy.
Sometimes I'd be banned from making work at home, allegedly because both graphite pencil and poster paints made a
mess or stained surfaces in the house. I used to rip up piles of drawings in protest until the ban was off. I guess that's
where my masochistic pleasures in relationship to art and control-freakery began.

Audrey Hepburn

Helena Bonham Carter
If Michael Jackson hadn't been the subject of your book, who would have been?
Before those drawings, I had a couple hundred of felt-tip Disney drawings and a stack of drawings of animals. I
wanted to make animated films before being an artist. They all got ripped up. I drew a lot of other musicians and
actresses but no one else regularly. After seeing a drawing of Madonna, someone at school told me I was a lesbian to
my face (as opposed to behind my back which I'd heard about). I realised consciously I was gay whilst drawing
Madonna (she was in a dancing pose doing the splits), when I was around 14. This made me understand that making
art can sometimes contribute to self-realisation as much as contribute to the development of a philosophical position.

The cover of Mellor's new book, Michael Jackson and Other Men

What was the thinking behind the book cover design? It does feel a bit 'This Is Your Life'.
It's so funny, someone mentioned that as a reason why they didn't like the idea of a red cover, but I hadn't thought of
it that way and thought that was a perfect accident. We chose the red cover because of the Thriller video leather
jacket. I always wanted a red jacket but couldn't afford one. The boxed letters on the cover echo those used by Smash
Hits and it was the designer's idea which I like a lot.

Elizabeth Taylor
If you were a teen now, who would you draw?
I'm not so sure I'd be drawing one person as new technology has allowed other possibilities of expression or ritual and
the queer adolescent now has more access to knowledge about a variety of popular figures because of the internet. I
guess being a teenager is humiliating, but I naively hoped that would end when I became an adult. It didn't of course.
Now the relationship between celebrity and humiliation has become mainstream and over-articulated - it's almost
demanded by the general public that the ritualisation of humiliation is the expected rite of passage for the wannabe
celebrity, so I am not sure who I would draw."
Written by artist Julie Verhoeven.
Michael Jackson and Other Men by Dawn Mellor is available to buy now.

